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Welcome to St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church 
 

We extend a warm welcome to everyone, and especially any visitors who may be worshiping with us to-
day. If you do not already have a church home, please feel welcome to join this Parish family. 

 

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are welcomed to the table to receive Holy Communion. 
 

Our Services begin with the Opening Voluntary. You are invited to enter  
quietly into the spirit of worship as the music is played.  

 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES.  

— Parish Notices — 

TODAY IS THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: The Parish Choir will lead us in a Service of Les-
sons & Carols with the Holy Eucharist at the 10am service.  
 

AT 4PM THIS AFTERNOON, SOLI SINGERS WITH HARPIST MARIA BANKS WILL PRESENT A 
CONCERT OF HOLIDAY MUSIC ON THE “MUSIC AT ST. PETER’S” CONCERT SERIES. This en-
semble includes our former organist and choirmaster Cindy Holden and her husband Rex. Suggest-
ed donation is $20/$15 students and seniors.  

 

NEXT THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 IS THE ANNUAL ECW CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON. Please 
make your reservations with  Linda Brady by December 15.  
 

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 IS THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: The Sunday School will 
present the ever-popular Christmas Pageant at the 10am service. This Annual tradition is a not-to-
be missed event!  

 

DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE: The Festival Choral Holy Eucharist for the Eve of Christ-
mas will begin at 11pm.  
 

DECEMBER 25, CHRISTMAS DAY: The Holy Eucharist for the Day of Christmas will begin at 
10am. (Organ only, No Choir) 

 

BIBLE STUDY continues on Sundays between services and on Tuesdays at 10:30am. All are invited! 
 

WE WILL BE HOSTING LIFE LINE SCREENING AGAIN ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 10. Information 
about the screenings and for registration may be found in the narthex and outside St. Edmund’s 
Chapel.  
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUPS: Good Shepherd Hospice Bereavement Services are opened to 
anyone in the community who has experienced a loss through death. There is no charge for these 
services. Upcoming Bereavement Support Groups, led by a Bereavement Specialist, include: 
 Spousal/Partner Loss Group – January 9 thru February 27 / 5:00PM-6:30PM 
 Adult Loss of Parent or Sibling Group - January 9 thru February 27 / 6:45PM-8:15PM 
Both groups are held at St. Patrick Catholic Church, 9 Clinton Ave., Bay Shore. Registration is  
required – (631) 828-7628. 
 

WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO THE LONG ISLAND NETS-FAITH NIGHT & FELLOWSHIP 
EVENT on January 17, 2020 at the Nassau Memorial Coliseum, in Uniondale, NY. Please join us 
for a night of Faith, Fellowship and Professional Basketball for our youth. If interested, contact Bri-
an Clark or Anne Perry.  
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— Prayers for the Week — 
 
 

We pray for those who have asked our prayers: Alan, Andrea, Angela, Anthony, Autumn, Betty,  
Betty C., Chris, Curt, Dan, Danielle, David, Diane, Donna, Elinor, Ellen, Emily, Eric, George, 
Greg, Hannah, Jim, Joanne, Joel, John, Joy, Kamryn, Ken, Lorraine, Mark, Matthew, Michelle,  
Nancy, Roger, Sal, Sandy, Sarah Grace, Shanti, Steve, Theresa, Tria, William; 
 

We pray for those who have died; and those grieving the death of a loved one, that they may they 
find comfort and peace; 
  

We pray for those in military service, and especially for Christian, Eileen, John, Robert, and  
Stephen; 
 

We pray for the unemployed and underemployed; for all who suffer from addictions; for all who 
suffer chronic illness, and for all caregivers; 
 

We pray for our companion dioceses of Torit & Ecuador-Central; and for mercy, peace, and justice 
among all peoples, especially those whose lives have been devastated by natural disasters, terrorism, 
war, famine, tyranny, or injustice; 
 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Ann's, Bridgehampton; St. James', Brookhaven; 
St. John the Baptist, Center Moriches; Primates of the Anglican Communion; Church of the Messi-
ah, Central Islip; St. Patrick's, Deer Park; St. Lawrence of Canterbury, Dix Hills;  

   

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Dioceses of Sokoto, Etche, Etsako, Enugu, Enu-
gu North, Esan (Nigeria); El Salvador (Central America); South Ankole, South Rwenzori (Uganda); 
Eldoret, Embu (Kenya); South Dakota (The Episcopal Church); El-Obeid (Sudan); South Kerala 
(South India); Ely (England); South West Tanganyika (Tanzania).  
 

 
 

 

 

Financial Snapshot for the Week of 12/08/19 
 
 

Total Parish Expenses Per Week 7,465.00 

Donations weekend of 12/08/19 1,464.00 

LPL Transfer 1,865.00 
 

 Deficit for the week 4,163.00 
 

 Year to Date Deficit 113,212.00 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: Peanut Butter, Canned Soup, Chili, Ravioli, Tuna, Canned Corned Beef.  
 

THE DIOCESAN WEEKLY NEWSLETTER is on page 27 and of this booklet. 
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite I 
The Book of Common Prayer, page 323 

8 o’clock in the morning 
 

The Word of God 
 

Opening Voluntary: Chorale Prelude on “Savior of the Nations, Come” J. S. Bach
   

The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 
People His mercy endureth for ever. 

 

The Collect for Purity   
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Song of Praise   
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely  
hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. 
Amen.  
 

The Lessons  
 The First Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the cro-
cus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty 
of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of 
a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with 
terrible recompense. He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jack-
als shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's 
people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous 
beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 
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their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 146:4-9 (Said by all)  
 4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
    who keeps his promise for ever; 
 6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
    and food to those who hunger. 
 7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
  the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 
    the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 8 The Lord loves the righteous; 
  the Lord cares for the stranger; * 
    he sustains the orphan and widow, 
    but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * 
    your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
    Hallelujah!  
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,* 
   and to the Holy Ghost: 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,* 
   world without end. Amen. 
 

 The Second Lesson: James 5:7-10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord.   
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation stands for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

 The Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
  Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
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and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my mes-
senger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those born 
of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heav-
en is greater than he.” 
  

 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
  People  Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 

The Sermon The Right Reverend Johncy Itty 
 

The Nicene Creed   
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

The Intercessor says 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
 

Almighty and ever living God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplica-
tions, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Maj-
esty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and 
concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy 
Word, and live in unity and godly love. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Michael, our Presiding 
Bishop; Lawrence, our Diocesan Bishop; Geralyn, our Assistant Bishop, Daniel and William, our 
Assisting Bishops; and Johncy, our Bishop-in-Residence, that they may, both by their life and doc-
trine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, 
with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 
and every land, especially the President of the United States, the members of Congress, and all re-
gional and local authorities, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare 
and peace of the world. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in 
thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy boun-
ty. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor Alan, Andrea, 
Angela, Anthony, Autumn, Betty, Betty C., Chris, Curt, Dan, Danielle, David, Diane, Donna,  
Elinor, Ellen, Emily, Eric, George, Greg, Hannah, Jim, Joanne, Joel, John, Joy, Kamryn, Ken,  
Lorraine, Mark, Matthew, Michelle, Nancy, Roger, Sal, Sandy, Sarah Grace, Shanti, Steve, Theresa, 
Tria, William; and any others you might name, silently or aloud; and all those who, in this transitory 
life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 

We pray for those in military service, and especially for Christian, Eileen, John, Robert, and Stephen; 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 

For the unemployed and underemployed; for all who suffer from addictions; for all who suffer 
chronic illness, and for all caregivers; . . .  For our companion dioceses of Torit and Ecuador-
Central, and for mercy, peace, and justice among all peoples, especially those whose lives have been 
devastated by natural disasters, terrorism, war, famine, tyranny, or injustice; For the petitions in the 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer and the Anglican Cycle of Prayer this week;  . . . And for any other special 
needs of this congregation, I invite your intercessions now, silently or aloud.  
Lord, hear our prayer 
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And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, beseech-
ing thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow 
the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Peter, St. Edmund, and of all thy saints, that with 
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution 
 

Celebrant  Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble confession to Al-
mighty God, 
 

All  
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Presider may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28 

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 
 

The Peace  
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The Holy Communion 
 

The Hymn at the Offering The Hymnal 1982, #76 
 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Winchester New 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer II  BCP, p. 340
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People  It is meet and right so to do. 
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The Celebrant continues 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst send thy be-
loved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 
fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the compa-
ny of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 

Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Then the Celebrant continues 
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make 
us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to con-
tinue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.  

 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for 
many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy 
gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascen-
sion; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.  

 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy 
Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and 
Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we be-
seech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and 
also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and 
we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be un-
to thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
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 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us thy peace. 
 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs un-
der thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us there-
fore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we 
may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 
 

The Post Communion Prayer   
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very mem-
bers incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are 
also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Fa-
ther, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 

The Prayer of St. Richard  
Lord Jesus Christ, Most Merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 

help us this day and everyday to see Thee more clearly, 
to follow Thee more nearly, to love Thee more dearly,  

for Thy Name’s sake. Amen. 
The Blessing & Dismissal 
 

Voluntary: Preludium in C Major Dietrich Buxtehude 
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Lessons and Carols with The  Holy Eucharist: Rite I 
10 o’clock in the morning 

  
 

The service begins with the Introit sung by the choir at the West Entrance. The congregation is seated.  
 

Introit: E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come Music: Paul Manz 
Peace be to you and grace from Him Who freed us from our sins, Who loved us all and shed his blood That 
we might saved be. Sing holy, holy to our Lord, The Lord, Almighty God, Who was and is and is to come; 
Sing holy, holy, Lord! Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, For Christ 
is coming, is coming soon, For Christ is coming soon! E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, And night shall be 
no more; They need no light nor lamp nor sun, For Christ will be their All! 
 Text: Revelation 22, adapted Ruth Manz 

 

Following the Introit, the congregation stands at the sound of the bell. 
 

Hymn at the Procession  Tune: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bidding Prayer  
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the 
Babe lying in a manger. 
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Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of 
our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look for-
ward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.  
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for 
the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this 
city. And we pray for those beloved of this parish who serve in the Armed Forces, remembering es-
pecially Christian, Eileen, John, Robert, and Stephen; 
 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the 
poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn, remembering 
especially those for whom our prayers have been asked: Alan, Andrea, Angela, Anthony, Autumn, 
Betty, Betty C., Chris, Curt, Dan, Danielle, David, Diane, Donna, Elinor, Ellen, Emily, Eric, 
George, Greg, Hannah, Jim, Joanne, Joel, John, Joy, Kamryn, Ken, Lorraine, Mark, Matthew, 
Michelle, Nancy, Roger, Sal, Sandy, Sarah Grace, Shanti, Steve, Theresa, Tria, William; 
and we remember the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who 
know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.  
 

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, 
but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope 
was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  
 

All are seated for the reading of the First Lesson 

 

The First Lesson  Genesis 3:1-15 
  Adam and Eve rebel Against God Lector: Jean Gunn  

 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said 
to the woman, "Did God say, `You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to 
the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, `You shall not eat of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" But 
the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the LORD 
God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid them-
selves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the sound of you in the gar-
den, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD 
God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked 
me, and I ate." The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you 
among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat 
all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel." 
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The Carol (sung by the choir) Music: Carson P. Cooman 
Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long. And all was for an 
apple, an apple that he took, As clerkès finden written in their book. Ne had the apple taken been; Ne had 
never our Lady A-been heav’nè queen. Therefore we moun singen Deo gracias! 
   Text: Anonymous 15th century Medieval Carol 

 

The Second Lesson  Isaiah 35:1-10  
   The Prophet Isaiah proclaims that God will come and save us. Lector: Brian Clark 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a 
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass 
shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the un-
clean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

The Carol     Music: Swedish Hymn, 1697 
(The congregation stands to sing the carol with the choir)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

— 17 — 

(The congregation is seated) 
 

 

The Third Lesson     Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 6-9 
  The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown Lector: Lisa Hallett 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of 
the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. With right-
eousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a 
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
  

The Carol (sung by the choir) Music: Es ist ein Ros’, Michael Praetorius 
Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 
as seers of old have sung. 
It came, a blossom bright, 
amid the cold of winter, 

when half spent was the night. 

  

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
the Rose I have in mind, 
with Mary we behold it, 
the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, 
she bore to us a Savior, 

when half spent was the night. 

 Text: German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker 
 

The Fourth Lesson  Luke 1:26-38 
   The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary  Lector: Eric Eastman 

that she will bear the Son of the Most High  
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a vir-
gin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much per-
plexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." 
Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then 
the angel departed from her. 
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The Carol (sung by the choir ) Music: Basque Carol, harmonized Edgar Pettman 

Text: Basque Carol, paraphrased by Sabine Baring-Gould 
 
 

 

The Fifth Lesson    Luke 1:39-46 
  The Virgin Mary is greeted by Elizabeth and proclaims her joy. Lector: Joe Goncalves  

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the moth-
er of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb 
leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her by the Lord." And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  
 

(The congregation stands to sing the hymn with the choir) 
 

The Hymn before the Gospel  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 
  

“For know a blessèd Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honor thee, 
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 
  

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 
“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.” 
Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
  

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say- 
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 
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The congregation remains standing for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

The Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
 

  Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my mes-
senger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those born 
of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heav-
en is greater than he.” 
 

 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
  People  Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 

The Sermon The Right Reverend Johncy Itty 
 

The Nicene Creed   
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
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 eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution 
 

Celebrant  Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble confession to Al-
mighty God, 
 

All  
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
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for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Presider may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
 
 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28 

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 
 

The Peace  
 

The Holy Communion 
The Hymn at the Offering The Hymnal 1982, #59 
 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding Merton 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

— 22 — 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer II  BCP, p. 340 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant continues 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst send thy    
beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 
fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the compa-
ny of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 

Sanctus  The Hymnal 1982, S 113 
  John Merbecke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make 
us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to con-
tinue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.  
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For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for 
many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy 
gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascen-
sion; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.  

 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy 
Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and 
Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we be-
seech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and 
also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and 
we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be un-
to thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 

Fraction Anthem - O Lamb of God  The Hymnal 1982, S 157 
  John Merbecke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs un-
der thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us there-
fore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 

Anthem at the Communion  Anonymous, 16th century 
Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice. Let your softness be known unto all men: the Lord is 
e’en at hand. Be careful for nothing: but in all prayer and supplication, let your petitions be manifest unto 
God with giving of thanks. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesu. Amen.  — Philippians 4:4-7 

 

The Post Communion Prayer   
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very  
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members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; 
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O  
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do 
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
  

The Prayer of St. Richard  
Lord Jesus Christ, Most Merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 

help us this day and everyday to see Thee more clearly, 
to follow Thee more nearly, to love Thee more dearly,  

for Thy Name’s sake. Amen. 
 

 

The Post Communion Hymn  The Hymnal 1982, #76 
 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry  Winchester New 
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The Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent 
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely  
hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. 
Amen.  
 

The Advent Blessing and Dismissal 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
 

Bishop Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Voluntary: Preludium in C Major Dietrich Buxtehude 
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Praising God, Serving Neighbor 
 

We seek to worship the Lord as one loving family  
by serving our parish and community 

through prayer, music, education, and outreach 

 


